2nd International Servas Meeting in the Ruhr Area
in Dortmund and Mülheim an der Ruhr from 7 to 9 September 2018
Thank you to all the very nice guests from all over Europe and the USA who came to join
us in the Ruhr area :-)
Also a big thank you to all the hosts who made this meeting possible :-)
Just like in 2016 when we had our first international meeting, so many people came to our
region: from Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Great Britain, the Netherlands,
Switzerland and the U.S.A.
There were 75 persons in all: 20 host families with 40 people and 35 guests.
We all enjoyed a very nice, entertaining weekend.
Most guests met their hosts on the official day of arrival (Friday). Some arrived a day or
two earlier.
On Saturday morning the official programme started.
We all met for breakfast at the "Pferdestall" on the site of Zollern Colliery which is also
called “Castle of Labour“.

The colliery is
regarded as one
of the finest
testimonies to
Germany’s
industrial past.

https://www.lwl.org/industriemuseum/standorte/zeche-zollern
https://www.lwl.org/industriemuseum/standorte/zeche-zollern/english

At breakfast guests and hosts met and chatted in a
mixture of Dutch, English, French and German.

And, just like last time, our guest Peter
brought along a really good game in
which we all got to know one another.

A group photo outside the art nouveau engine house was followed by guided tours in
English, French and German.

On our tour of the castle-like site, we learnt a lot about the history of the colliery and the
work there. This colliery was built as a prestige object by the leading mining company of
those days whose status was
reflected in the representative
buildings and technical
innovations and equipment.

After the tour we were able to
walk around, to visit the special
exhibitions or climb the shaft
tower. Some of us then sat
outside on the terrace of the
“Pferdestall” restaurant and
enjoyed a drink in the beautiful
sunshine.

In the early evening we went to Bochum-Langendreer, 6km away, to the “Kneipe im
Bahhof”. There was a delicious buffet waiting for us and we all enjoyed a great evening
together.
On Sunday we met at 10 at the car park of the Stadthalle, the municipal hall. Two
coaches were waiting for us and we were taken on a two-hour tour through Mülheim and
the green Ruhr valley with a lot of interesting information in German and English about, for
example, the industrial past when everything looked very different here.
This was followed by a walk through the park of the Mulheim Horticultural Show to
“Franky’s Bar” located right next to the Ruhr.

We spent 2-3 hours there and
ate, talked, made new contacts
and renewed old ones.
Together with our musicians
Hein and Uli, we all sang the
secret anthem of the Ruhr area
“Glückauf der Steiger kommt”
and other well-known songs.
In the early afternoon the first
guests had to leave the meeting
and start their journeys home.
Other guests stayed another
day or two with their hosts.

“Glückauf der Steiger kommt” the secret anthem of the
Ruhr area, accompanied by Peter (l.) who used to be a
miner himself, Ulli (ctr.) Hein (r.)

Our 2nd International Servas Meeting in the Ruhr area finished with so many positive
impressions and everyone’s wish to meet again.
Claudia and Heinz Miebach

(Translation: Patricia van den Brink)

